Campaign against fundamental freedoms: 

bullying of Maltese candidate for the European Commission

Maltese EC Candidate Tonio Borg hearing 13 November 2012

Your city, 12 November 2012

Dear MEP,

I wish to draw your attention to the campaign against fundamental freedoms currently conducted in connection with the EP hearing of the Maltese EC nominee Tonio Borg. Massive attempts to discredit him based on his personal beliefs and opinions aim at ousting him. 

Fundamental rights such as freedom of conscience, belief and opinion are put at stake as the personal values of Mr Borg are depicted as incompatible with the European values. The attempts to blacklist Mr Borg do not respect the fundamental freedoms laid down in Art 10 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. Mr Borg’s personal views are depicted as incompatible with European values and an obstacle to hold an important public office as EU Commissioner. 
However, the fundamental rights are the core values on which the European Union is founded and apply to all citizens, including European Commissioners. 

Furthermore, the appointment of an EU Commissioner seems to be conditioned on his stand in favor of abortion and homosexuality. Indeed, concern is expressed by the LGBT and pro-abortion lobbies about the positions taken by Mr Borg on issues concerning family, marriage and abortion. 
Nevertheless, those “arising issues” are misleading. They are not part of the European Union’s legal and political competency as laid down in the EU Treaty, but clearly fall within the competency of the Member States only (art. 81.3 of the TFEU). 
The principle of subsidiarity applies to all these areas. 

According to the Code of Conduct for Commissioners ((2011) 2094) the personal views of a Commissioner shall not influence the decisions by the Commission. The candidate has clearly stated his intention to respect the Code of Conduct for Commissioners, namely in his written answers to the questions of the European Parliament.
I kindly ask you to consider the above reasoning, and ask you to stand up for a fair treatment of all EU Citizens, including the Maltese nominee for the European Commission Tonio Borg.
Faithfully yours,

Your name


